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12. And from as-Sunnah al-Laazimah (the binding and necessary Sunnah), [that 
Sunnah] which whoever leaves a single matter from it, has not accepted it [in its 
totality] and has not believed in it - he will not be of its people: 
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13. To have faith in al-Qadar [the Divine Pre-decree] , both its good and its evil 1 . 
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14. To affirm the ahaadeeth related to it and to have faith in them. It is not to be said: 
Lima (Why)? Or Kaif (How)? It is [but] attestation [to the truthfulness of such 
ahaadeeth] and having faith in them 2 . 
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1 5 . And whoever does not know the explanation of a hadeeth, and (whose) intellect [does 
not have the capacity] to make him understand it, then that would be sufficient [i.e. to 


1 The scholars of the Salaf from among the people of Islaam are agreed upon (the necessity of having) faith 
in Qadar, its good and its evil, its sweetness and its bitterness. (Having faith) in the Qadaa (Ordainment) of 
Allaah (fg) and His Qadar. Nothing occurs except due to His will and desire. And no good or evil occurs 
except by His will. He created whomever He willed for happiness then made him do the actions (by which 
this happiness is obtained) out of His bounty and He created whomever He willed for misfortune and then 
made him do the actions (by which he reaches this misfortune) out of His justice. 

The denial of Qadar was one of the first innovations to appear. It occurred at the end of the era of the 
Companions (4*), Ma’bad al Juhnee introduced it. And it has been said: rather, the first to speak in the 
matter of Qadar was Sansaweeh al-Biqaal and he was one of the people of ‘Iraaq. He used to be a Christian 
and then became a Muslim, then he became a Christian again. Ma’had al-Juhnee took this saying from him 
and then Gheelaan took it from Ma’bad. Then the Mu’tazilah adopted this innovation and also others 
besides them who were named al-Qadariyyah. See Sharh Usoolil-I’tiqaad of Imaam al-Laalikaa’ee 3/534, 
Al-I’tiqaad of al-Bayhaaqee, p. 132, Ash-Sharee’ah of al-Aajurree pp. 149-168, SareehusSunnah of at- 
Tabaree, pp. 34-36 with our checking, As-Sifaat of al-Maqdisee with our checking, Sharhut-Tahaawee, pp. 
382-399 and Lawaami’ul-Anwaar, 1/299-300. 

2 In the Arabic, the words Tasdeeq and Eemaan have been used and this is a refutation against those making 
a separation between them both with respect to matters of ‘aqeedah (belief). Imaam Ahmad (tfe) has used 
these two terms together throughout this treatise with respect to issues of belief. Refer to: On the Meaning 
of Eemaan for a fuller explanation from Ibn Hajr ( ate). 
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just merely affirm the ahaadeeth and have faith in them] since [everything from the 
religion] has been perfected for him. And it is necessary for him to have faith 
(Emaan) in it and to submit (Tasleem) to it, like the hadeeth of as-Saadiq (the 
truthful), al-Masdooq (the believed) 3 , and whatever is similar to it in the matter of al- 
Qadar 4 . 
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16. And also like the ahaadeeth regarding the Ru’yah (the believer’s seeing Allah, in the 
Hereafter), all of them 5 , even if they disagree with people’s hearing and even if the 
one who is listening to them feels repelled by, and is averse to, them. 
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17. Certainly, it is obligatory upon him to have faith in them and not to reject a single 
word from them nor from other (such) ahaadeeth, which have been reported by ath- 
Thiqaat (reliable, trustworthy narrators) 6 . 


3 And that is the hadeeth of Ibn Mas’ood ( 4 ») who said, “The Messenger of Allaah ( M ) informed us, and he 
is the truthful, the believed, “Verily, the creation of one of you is brought together in his mother’s belly for 
forty days in the fonn of a seed, then he is a dot of blood for a like period, then a morsel of flesh for a like 
period, then there is sent to him the angel who blows the breath of life into him and who is commanded 
about four matters: to write down his means of livelihood, his life span, his actions and whether happy or 
unhappy. By Allaah (31), other than Whom there is no deity, verily one of you does the actions of the 
people of Paradise, until there is but an arms Length between him and it, and that which has been written 
overtakes him so he does the actions of the people of Hell-Fire and so he enters it; and one of you does the 
actions of the people of Hell-Fire, until there is but an arms length between him and it, and that which has 
been written overtakes him so he does the actions of the people of Paradise and thus enters it.” Reported by 
al-Bukhaaree, nos. 3207, 3332, 6594 and 7454, Muslim, no. 2634, Aboo Daawood, no. 4708, Tinnidhee, 
2137, Ibn Maajah, no. 76 and Ahmad in his Musnad, 1/382, 414 and 430. 

4 In the manuscript of al-Albaanee, ‘ . . .and the likes of what is similar to it in the matter of Qadar. ’ 

5 The Believer’s seeing of their Lord, with their eyes, on the Day of Judgement is a firmly established belief 
in the Book and the Sunnah. The whole ummah has taken it with acceptance. However, the strange and 
isolated amongst the creation have rejected it from among the Mu’tazilah, the Jahmiyyah, the Khawaarij 
and others besides them. Al-Aajurree (d. 360H) has collected all the ahaadeeth related about this issue in 
his book, ‘At-Tasdeeq bin-Nadhar’ and the scholars (of Ahlus-Sunnah) have included such ahaadeeth in 
their books which they have authored in the subject matter of ‘aqeedah. 

6 Aboo Bakr al-Marwazee (d. 294H) said, “I asked Ahmad ibn Hanbal about the ahaadeeth which the 
Jahmiyyah reject regarding the Attributes, the Believer’s seeing their Lord on the Day of Judgement, 
Allaah’s descent [to the lowest heaven] and the Throne. So Aboo ‘Abdullaah declared them all to be 
authentic and said, ‘The Scholars have received them with acceptance. We pass on the narrations as they 
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18. And that he does not argue with anyone, nor dispute, and nor should he learn (about 
how to make) al-Jidaal (argumentation) (in such matters). 
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19. For indeed, (indulging in) al-Kalaam (theological rhetoric) in 7 the matter of Qadar 
(Divine Pre-Decree), the Ru ’yah (Seeing Allah), the Qur’aan and other such issues 
are among the ways that are Makrooh (detested) and which are Manheey 
(forbidden) . 


came to us.’” Reported in Tabaqaatul-Hanaabilah of Ibn Abee Ya’laa, 1/56. See: Some Sayings of the Salaf 
Concerning Allaah’s Attributes and their Ijmaa’ (consensus) Concerning the Falsehood of Ta’weel. And 
also: On the Obligation of Accepting the Ahaadeeth Reported by Reliable and Trustworthy Narrators 
Mentioning the Attributes of Allaah (S®) - A Refutation against the Rationalist School of Thought. 

7 Imaam ash-Shaafi’ee (d. 204H) said, “My ruling regarding the people of theological rhetoric is that they 
should be beaten with palm leaves and shoes and be paraded amongst the kinsfolk and the tribes with it 
being announced, ‘This is the reward of the one who abandons the Book and the Sunnah and turns to 
theological rhetoric (kalaam).” Sharh ‘Aqeedatit-Tahaawiyyah of lbn Abil-’Izz, p. 75. 

Ibn ‘ Abdul -Bair said, “The people of Fiqh and Aathaar in all the various towns and cities are agreed 
unanimously that the Ahlul-Kalaam (People of Theological Rhetoric) are (but) Ahlul-Bida’ waz-Zaigh (the 
People of Innovations and Deviation). And they are not considered, by all of the above, to be amongst the 
ranks of the Scholars (in truth).” Reported by Ibn Qudaamah in his Burhaan fee Bayaanil-Qur’aan. 

Imaam ash-Shaafi’ee (d. 204FI) said, “That a person is put to trial with everything that Allaah (H) has 
forbidden, besides Shirk, is better than that he looks at Kalaam (theological rhetoric).” Fie also said, “If 
people knew what (misleading and destructive) desires are contained within theological rhetoric they would 
certainly flee from it as they would from a lion,” he also said, “Whoever showed boldness in approaching 
theological rhetoric will never prosper.” Reported by Ibn Qudaamah in his Burhaan fee Bayaanil-Qur’aan. 

One of the Scholars of ash-Shaash said: 

“Every knowledge save that of the Qur’aan is a pre-occupation 
Except for the Fladeeth and Fiqh (understanding) of the Deen 
Knowledge is only that about which it is said, 

‘Fladdathanaa ...‘ (So and so narrated to us) 

And what is besides that 

Are but whisperings of the Shayaateen (devils)” 

Aboo Yoosuf, the companion of Aboo Flaneefah said, “Whoever sought knowledge by kalaam (theological 
rhetoric) will turn a heretical apostate,” and Ahmad ibn Flanbal (d. 241 FI) said, “The person of theological 
rhetoric will never prosper. And never do you see anyone looking into theological rhetoric except that in 
his heart is a desire for creating mischief.” Both narrations are reported by Ibn Qudaamah in his Burhaan 
fee Bayaanil-Qur’aan. 
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20. The one who does so, even if he reaches the truth with his words, is not from Ahlus- 
Sunnah, until he abandons (using) this mode of argumentation, (and until he) 
submits and believes in the Aathaar (the Prophetic Narrations and those of the 
Companions) 8 . 


8 Muhammad Ibn Seereen (d. 1 10H) said, “They (i.e., the Companions and the Taabi’een) used to consider 
themselves upon the path (of truth) so long as they held onto the narrations." Reported by al-Laalikaa’ee in 
his Sharh Usolil It’iqaad, no. 110. Shaadh ibn Yahyaa said, “There is no path which is more straight and 
direct (in leading) to Paradise than the path of the one who travels upon the aathaar (narrations).” Reported 
by al-Laalikaa’ee in his Sharh Usoolillt’qaad no. 1 12. ‘Abdullah ibn al-Mubaarak (d. 181H) said, “I found 
that the affair was Ittibaa’ (following and imitation, i.e., following and submission to the narrations).” 
Reported by al-Laalikaa’ee in his Sharh Usoolil-l’tiqaad, no. 113. 
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